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Reel FX Entertainment Chosen for Complex Scene Transition Work for Disney’s Enchanted
DALLAS, TX, November 27, 2007 – Reel FX Entertainment today released details of its one-of-a-kind pop-up book transitions for Disney’s live action fairy-tale, Enchanted. The film, directed by Kevin Lima (102 Dalmations, Tarzan) and starring Amy Adams, Susan Sarandon, Patrick Dempsey and James Marsden takes audiences on a journey beginning in classic 2D Disney-style animation and crossing over to live action as they follow a beautiful princess from the pages of a fairy tale into the real world of present day Manhattan.  This modern twist on the story of “happily ever after” released nationwide on November 21, 2007, grossing approximately $50 million over the long Thanksgiving weekend. 
Reel FX is known throughout the entertainment industry for its combination of talented artists and preeminent technology, and sought after for its best-in-class visual effects and animation work. The studio’s impressive roster includes work in feature films such as Leatherheads, Spiderman 2, Sin City, Apocalypto, Spy Kids 2, Robots, and Everyone’s Hero. Reel FX also recently launched a new title design division and produced motion graphic title work for Mr. Magorium’s Wonder Emporium, in theaters now.  
From the beginning, Disney entrusted the Reel FX team, led by Visual Effects Supervisor Dale Carman, Digital Creative Director Augusto Schillaci and Visual Effects Producer Joanna “Joey” Cade to carry out a challenging assignment: creating seamless transitions from live action to animation and back again, capturing the moments within the film when the pages of a classic fairytale pop-up book are brought to life. To do this proved much more complex than initially anticipated. 

“The vision for Enchanted was extremely technically challenging,” recalls Cade, VFX Producer for Reel FX. “With so many elements working together, it was important that we stayed flexible and were able to deal with obstacles that arose throughout the process. Our entire team worked tirelessly on endless passes of model fixes, rig fixes, animation and lighting fixes to make sure that each pop-up transition sequence was true to the vision and unlike anything out there."
Originally, Disney’s production artists sent over paper mock-ups of four specific scenes for the Reel FX artists to use as reference. However, upon reviewing the assets, the team knew immediately that they would have to re-create the mock-ups in order for them work seamlessly with the actual footage.
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Rather than taking short cuts by designing new mock-ups solely on the computer, the Reel FX team built their own 3D versions from the ground up. They bought numerous pop-up books and disassembled them to see just how the folds worked and moved. 
“The initial plan was to exactly copy the mock-ups provided to achieve the pop-up effect for each shot,” explains Schillaci, Digital Creative Director for Reel FX. “However in most cases, we had to use our own methods. Working in Maya, Nuke, Photoshop and Mental Ray we animated the assets so that the folds came toward the screen properly and appeared compelling.”

The combination of the 3D models and visual effects gave authentic timing and weight to each 
turning page.

“I could not be more proud of the work our team did on Enchanted,” said Dale Carman, Visual Effects Supervisor for Reel FX Entertainment. “Reel FX has collaborated with Kevin Lima and Disney in the past, so they trusted our capabilities and gave us the leeway needed to bring their vision to life. We were given something seemingly impossible to do, and delivered something magical.”
About Reel FX Creative Studios:

Reel FX Creative Studios is an integrated group of award-winning design and production studios that produce extraordinary animation, visual effects, entertainment content, commercials, and conceptual designs.  With digital studios in Dallas, Santa Monica, and San Francisco, Reel FX’s seasoned artists and producers collaborate with clients at every stage of the process, from original concept to visual development through production to final frame. The Company’s collaborative environment and proprietary technologies are key tenets to our creative and production philosophies.  See our entertainment work at www.reelfx.com and award winning design and commercial work from our design studio Radium at www.radium.com.
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To View the Before and After footage by Reel FX for Enchanted click here:

http://www.reelfx.com/cybersession/Entertainment_castle/index.html
For more work from Reel FX Entertainment visit:

www.reelfx.com
